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New England Hears!....
…..a newsletter bringing you highlights about HLAA's national office and New England chapters:
Plymouth, Cape Cod, North of Boston, Boston, Central Massachusetts,
Eastern Connecticut and Rhode Island.

News from HLAA in Bethesda
→

Learn about The Cochlear Center for Hearing and Public Health at
Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health
A new research center has been launched that will study the effects
of hearing loss, particularly among older adults, with the goal of
preventing and mitigating the consequences of hearing impairment,
including cognitive decline and dementia. The Cochlear Center is
led by Frank Lin, Associate Professor of Epidemiology and Mental
Health at the Bloomberg School and of Otolaryngology-Head and
Neck Surgery at Johns Hopkins Medicine.

→

Dr. Lin is a past member of HLAA’s
Board of Trustees and serves as
HLAA’s medical advisor.

Last month, HLAA Loop advocate Juliëtte Sterkens, Au.D.
presented the webinar Hearing Loops Don’t "Just Happen",
an informative session on how to foster hearing loops in
your community. The webinar reviewed how to locate
supportive hearing care providers and trained hearing loop
installers, how to rally support in your community for loop
technology, how to “find” and leverage funding, and how
to spread the good news once hearing loops are installed
using social and local news media.
You can view the archived recording of this and other
HLAA captioned webinars and access accompanying
power point slides on the HLAA website.

News from HLAA in Bethesda

→ Notes about the presenters at some

of the more than 60 excellent workshops being
offered at this year’s HLAA Convention in Minneapolis.

Tina Childress is a dynamic audiologist, technology / social media / live
theater aficionado, late-deafened adult, bilateral cochlear implant
recipient, and accessibility advocate. Tina will present three workshops:
• Lights, Cameras, Advocacy;
• Do You Know What’s in Your Toolbox?
• Expanding Your “Apportunities.”
Mark Ross, PhD, is a rehabilitation audiologist whose work and
writings both as a professional and as a person with severe
hearing loss have had a profound impact on our understanding
of the importance of patient centered hearing health care. Dr.
Ross is Professor Emeritus and former Chair of the Department
of Audiology at University of Connecticut and former associate
at the Rehabilitation Engineering Research Center at Gallaudet
University. He was one of the original creators of the Peer
Mentoring Program for Hearing Loss at Gallaudet. His many
articles on hearing loss management have appeared in Hearing
Loss Magazine over the years, and his 1999 paper, When a
Hearing Aid is Not Enough, remains a timeless resource for
those interested in learning about aural rehabilitation.
Sam Trychin, Ph.D. is a psychologist whose many contributions to the world of hearing health care
have greatly influenced our understanding of effective hearing loss management. He has served
as Mental Health and Rehabilitation Advisor to HLAA, Professor of Psychology and Director of the
Living with Hearing Loss Program at Gallaudet University, and faculty member of the Ida Institute.
Dr. Trychin has authored a variety of journal articles, books and DVDs for persons struggling with
the impact of lost communication, and is a longstanding, go-to resource for those working on
management strategies for living better with hearing loss. He and his wife, Janet Trychin, an
audiologist, frequently conduct workshops and training programs together. Dr. Trychin lives with
severe, sensori neural hearing loss and is a treasured presenter at HLAA Conventions.
Drs. Ross and Trychin will co-present the workshop, An Hour with the Masters of Hearing Loss.

News from HLAA in Bethesda
→ More Notes about Presenters

Jan Blustein is professor of health policy and medicine at New York
University. Health service equity, chronic illness, and the Medicare program
are some of her longstanding interests. Ensuring financial access to health
care services has been a consistent theme in her research, which has been
published in the New England Journal of Medicine, JAMA, British Medical
Journal, Health Affairs, and other leading journals. Dr. Blustein is interested
in raising awareness of age-related hearing loss in the medical community,
and making hearing screening a routine part of primary care. She works on
issues related to insurance coverage for hearing health care and hearing
technologies. She holds a medical degree from the Yale School of Medicine,
and a Ph.D. from New York University. Dr. Blustein currently serves as a
member of HLAA’s Board of Trustees.
Kevin H. Franck has worked in clinical, academic, corporate, entrepreneurial
and nonprofit environments pertaining to bionic and hearing medical devices.
Among his many academic and clinical contributions and accomplishments,
he holds the doctorate in hearing sciences and clinical certification in
audiology from the University of Washington and has served as Assistant
Professor of Otorhinolaryngology at the University of Pennsylvania School of
Medicine and regular lecturer at Dartmouth College and Wharton. Currently,
Dr. Franck is Director of Audiology at Massachusetts Eye and Ear in Boston. He
serves as Chair of the Finance Committee on HLAA’s Board of Trustees, and
also serves on the Boards of Clarke Schools for Hearing and Speech and the
Alexander Graham Bell Association for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing.
Margaret Wallhagen is a professor of gerontological nursing and a geriatric
nurse practitioner at the University of California San Francisco (UCSF) School of
Nursing. Since joining the faculty at UCSF in 1988, she has taught gerontological
nursing at both the master’s and doctoral levels, and works as a geriatric nurse
practitioner. Dr. Wallhagen has conducted a number of research projects in
gerontology and chronic care management. She recently completed a four-year
longitudinal study of the experience of hearing impairment in older adults and
their partners. In January 2006, Dr. Wallhagen became the director of the
UCSF/John A. Hartford Center of Geriatric Nursing Excellence as it entered its
second five years of funding. She serves on HLAA’s Board of Trustees as
Immediate Past President.
Drs. Blustein, Franck and Wallhagen will co-present the workshop, Hospitals and Hearing Loss: How
Can Hospitals Change Their Ways?, one of ten presentations in the Hearing Loss in Healthcare Settings
workshop track.

News from HLAA in Bethesda

→ Lodging

Sharing a room at the convention hotel is a popular way to
save on convention expenses. If you would like to arrange
with HLAA to have a roommate at the Hyatt Regency in
Minneapolis, you can contact HLAA Volunteer, Judy Martin,
who has matched HLAA members attending the
convention for many years.
You can learn about the work of HLAA’s Board of
Trustees at the annual open meeting held at the
convention each year. Sit in on this year’s meeting on
Wednesday evening, June 20th to hear Executive
Director Barbara Kelley’s annual report, and learn
about current areas of focus from Board Chair Don
Doherty and Board Committee Chairs.

Register here
for the
2018 HLAA Convention!

→ HLAA’s Get in The Hearing Loop Task Force (GITHLTF)

from Task force member Steve Frasier:
“There are now over 40 communities in 20 states that have an organized campaign to advocate for
hearing loops in public venues. Most are sponsored by a city or state HLAA group and you can read about
the results of their efforts in the March/April edition of Hearing Life Magazine. There's also a list of known
looping campaigns at http://www.hearingloop.org/Campaigns.pdf with web site addresses for many of
them.
Most leaders of those efforts are members of an HLAA Loopers listserv, which enables them to
communicate with their contemporaries around the country. There are also HLAA members who, on their
own, advocate for loops in their communities with remarkable results.
If you or your chapter would like to start such an effort in your community, the first step could be to join
the loopers list and then to review the Looping Toolkit material posted at
http://www.hearingloss.org/content/loop-technology . To join the Loopers list, simply send me your
name and email address at hlaanm@juno.com and you will be added to that list.”

Upcoming HLAA Chapter Events in New England

Wicked Tulips Flower Farm, Johnston, RI

HLAA Boston Chapter
→

April 7, 2018, 2-4PM
Watertown Free Public Library, 123 Main St., (LOOPED meeting
room- 1st flr)
Why Auditory Training Matters: Thinking Beyond Technology
with Geoff Plant, OAM

Learn about auditory training programs offered by the Hearing Rehabilitation Foundation that improve listening
skills and habits for people with hearing loss. Refreshments and CART included.

→ HLAA Central MA Chapter
Saturday April 7th from 10:00 am to 12 noon
Northboro Library, 34 Main Street, Northborough
Assistive Technology for People with Hearing Loss with Ellen Perkins and Margaret Myatt
Ellen Perkins is a Hard of Hearing Skills
Trainer at Center for Living & Working, Inc.
in Worcester. She holds the Certificate in
Peer Mentoring from Gallaudet University
and is a graduate of HLAA’s Network of
Consumer Hearing Assistive Technology
Trainers (N-CHATT) and Hearing Assistive
Technology (HAT) Programs.

→ HLAA Eastern Connecticut Chapter

April 21, 10 am
University of Connecticut, Phillips Communication Sciences Building
2nd floor conference room, 850 Bolton Road, Storrs

Merging Consumer Electronics and Personal Listening Devices
with Jackie DiFrancesco, Au.D./Ph.D. Candidate
UConn Department of Speech,Language and Hearing Sciences

Margaret Myatt serves on
the Steering Committee for
the HLAA Central MA
Chapter and is a graduate of
HLAA’s Hearing Assistive
Technology Training (HAT)
program.

Upcoming HLAA Chapter Events in New England
HLAA North of Boston

→

Wednesday, April 18 and May 16 at 11:00 AM
Lucius Beebe Memorial Library (2nd floor)
345 Main Street, Wakefield
3rd Wednesday-of-the-month Peer Support Meeting
Gazebo, Wakefield Common

→

HLAA Plymouth Chapter

May 14, 7:00-8:00 PM
Plymouth Public Library, 132 South St., Plymouth,
MA
HOPE:
Hearing Other People’s Experiences
Learn from others how they solve some hearing
problems. Take home with you some suggestions
to make your life better.

Congratulations to the Plymouth Chapter on the launch of the new chapter website!
Visit www.hearinglossplymouth.org for up-to-date news and events.

Additional Updates and News
Buy a ticket at the box
→

Discounted April performance dates
remain for HLAA and ALDA members
for

The Bakelite Masterpiece
New Rep Theater in residence at
Mosesian Center for the Arts
321 Arsenal Street
Watertown, MA 02472

office or by phone using
the discount code
AUDIO15, or
reserve a ticket online.
Fri
Sat
Sun

4/06/18, 8:00 PM
4/07/18, 8:00 PM
4/08/18, 2:00 PM

The main stage Mosesian Theater at New Rep is equipped with an induction loop for users of hearing
aids and/or cochlear implants with activated t-coils.

*Become a member of HLAA or renew an existing membership at
http://www.hearingloss.org/content/join .

Additional Updates and News
→

Massachusetts Deaf and Hard of Hearing Constituents Day snow date:

Thursday, May 17, 10:00 AM
Massachusetts State House, Great Hall, Boston
Join with the Massachusetts Deaf and Hard of
Hearing Community for this very important and
exciting annual event hosted by the Statewide
Advisory Council.

Special Award Presentation:
The Diane L. Nettles Outstanding Advocate: Dennis Heaphy
Outstanding Service Provider: Road to Deaf Interpreting
Outstanding Organization: Watertown Public Library
Outstanding Young Advocate: Austin Henry
Afternoon Legislative Visits: Meet with your legislators to discuss community concerns and bills of
interest. Schedule your visits in advance. Find your legislators’ names and contact information on the
web at malegislature.gov.
To request communication access: contact the ADA Coordinator at the State House by email at
carl.richardson@state.ma.us or via phone at 857-400-5502. Requests are due by May 3rd.Deadline for
communication access requests is: April 19, 2018

→ DEAF, Inc. Job Opportunities.

Deaf, DeafBlind, Hard of Hearing, and LateDeafened persons, women, veterans, minorities
and persons with disabilities are encouraged to
apply for a number of positions at DEAF, Inc.
Positions can be found on the DEAF, Inc.
• Assistant
of IL
Services
(Boston)
website
or by Director
contacting
Ann
Thompson
at 617•
DBCAN
Providers
(Central
&
Western
Mass.)
208-4090 VP and include:
• IL Specialist (Salem, Lawrence, Boston)
• ASL Instructors (Boston, Lawrence, New Bedford)

Additional Updates and News
→ More News about loops: A New England Online Loop Locator!!

New England Hearing Loop, a division of
Shanahan Sound & Electronics, Inc., has
developed a Loop Locator on its website to help
folks with hearing loss locate facilities that
incorporate Hearing Loops. The Loop Locator
identifies the facility, and also the location within
the facility — such as a specific room, and in
some instances, which rows in a facility — the
Loop is active. The Loop Locator also utilizes
Google Maps to provide directions to the facility.

→New Assistive Technology in the Pipeline

In a study conducted by researchers at University of Texas at Dallas,
very promising results were reported about the performance of a
new microphone technology developed by Phonak and Advanced
Bionics. “MultiBeam Technology” is aimed at helping people with
hearing loss and cochlear implants to hear better in noise. In the UT
study, speech understanding of subjects with hearing loss improved
up to 61 percent in a group conversation in 75 dB of background
noise compared with that when using hearing aids alone in the same
setting.
Lead researcher Linda Thibodeau, PhD reported that this new
technology will allow people with hearing challenges who have
resigned from attending social functions, family gatherings, and
business meetings to experience significant improvements in
speech recognition.
→ Betty Hauk to appear on NPR’s Hear and Now
On Monday, April 9th between 12:00 and 2:00. Boston
HLAA / ALDA member Betty Hauk will be featured in a
segment on the National Public Radio program Here
and Now, talking with Peter O'Dowd about being a
musician with hearing loss. In Boston, the interview will
air on WBUR, 90.9 FM and in other parts of the country
as noted in local NPR listings. There will be a link to the
archived recording of this exciting program on the Here
and Now website, so you can listen any time.

Peter O’Dowd and Betty Hauk take a break during her
auditory training session at Hearing Rehabilitation
Foundation in Woburn, MA.

Additional Updates and News
→ from Hearing Rehabilitation Specialist Geoff Plant, President of the Hearing Rehabilitation
Foundation, Woburn, MA
Audio books are a great training supplement for people with hearing loss. I highly recommend "Everything
is illuminated" to anyone looking for a listening challenge. It is an incredible book that is made even better
by the two narrators. They change accents to suit the characters, and when Alexander, the Ukranian
"translator," speaks butchered English you need to really listen to understand what he is saying. Your
knowledge of English structures and word choices will be really tested whenever he speaks. “I dig to
disseminate very much currency at famous nightclubs in Odessa,” is just one example of his unique version
of the language. The book is extremely funny in parts and incredible sad in others. Give it a go and see what
you think. ~Geoff Plant
Send your audio book recommendations for auditory training to
hlaa.newengland@gmail.com
for posting in future issues of New England Hears!

